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Introduction 



The history of the Arabic script 

The Arabic alphabet and written language has remained 
remarkably constant since the sixth or seventh century ad, 
largely due to the unirying factor of the Qur'an. There is no 
clear documented progression in the development of the script 
before this time and only a limited number of original pre- 
Islamic Arabic texts exist, sometimes as scraps of stone or 
parchment. 

Arabic is a Semitic language related to Aramaic and Hebrew. 
The language has its roots in the nomadic oral tradition of the 
desert, which largely explains the lack of early examples of the 
script. 

Although spoken Arabic dialects have diverged in the same 
way that Romance languages such as Italian and French have 
diverged from Latin, the Modern Standard Arabic of today's 
media is close to the language of the Qur'an and Classical 
literature. The spelling and grammar have not changed 
signihcantly over the centuries. 
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Different styles of writing 

Arabic calligraphy is a highly respected art form with hundreds 
of different styles. Many of these calligraphic styles are very 
ornate and intended more for decoration than comprehension. 
The calligrapher relies on the reader already knowing the text, 
often a verse from the Qur'an, and can concentrate on making 
the script as beautiful and balanced as possible. 

As far as everyday written Arabic is concerned, there are two 
signihcant styles: naskh, the basic script used for most printed 
material; and niq'a, the script used for most handwritten 
material. Although it is possible to typeset wq'a or handwrite 
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An example of highly decorative calligraphy showing text from the 
Qur'an (Professor Mohammed Hamaam, Head of the Academy of 
Arabic Script, Cairo) 



naskh, this does not huppen commonly. 

Most Arab children will initially learn to read and write naskh 
in a similar way to English children learning to read and write 
using infant letters. At about 11 or 12 years old, secondary 
school students in the Arab world will graduate to writing ruq'a, 
which is an eagerly anticipated step and a sign of having 
joined the 'adult' club. 

Ruq'a is a more Howing script than naskh and designed for 
speed and efficiency. Good handwriting is much admired as an 
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extension of the respect paid to calligraphy. As a learner you 
will nnd a mastery of the ruq'a script will help you to be 
regarded as a serious student of the language, as well as being 
a more efficient way of handwriting. 

This book sets out to compare and contrast naskh and ruq'a 
and to teach you a fluid and mature ruq'a writing style, using 
models produced by one of the leading experts on handwriting 
in the Arab world and providing extensive practice material. 

There are obvious similarities between naskh and ruq'a, but 
there are also some important differences to be mastered when 
writing ruq'a. For example, ruq'a script largely floats above the 
line whereas elements of naskh fall below the line. Also, many 
of the fiddlier and more time-consuming elements of naskh are 
rationalised in ruq'a for the sake of speed. For example the 
separate dots above and below the main script are joined 
together. 



f 



1 



oj-^b «-LjJIj >LjJI 



A sentence written in both scripts. The naskh version (top) was 
typeset and the ruq'a version (below) was handwritten by 
Protessor Hamaam. Can you spot the similarities and differences? 
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viii Introduction 

How to use this book 

This script book can be beneficial at different stages of the 
learning process. It can be used by complete beginners who 
wish to master the ruq'a script simultaneously with the printed 
naskh, supplementing the early stages of study of the Arabic 
language, whether in a classroom or home setting. Beginners 
often find the script quite easy to master in principle but still 
find it takes a long time to become fluent in reading and 
writing. This book can help you overcome the script barrier 
much more quickly. 

Alternatively, you may have already studied Arabic and be 
proncient in reading naskh. But you may not yet have had the 
opportunity to improve your own writing or to decipher the 
handwriting of native speakers. This book can take you to the 
next level by concentrating on making your Arabic 
handwriting more mature and fluent. 

At whatever stage you approach this book, it is best to work 
your way through the units methodically. There are three main 
parts to the book. The first part covers how to form and join 
individual letter shapes; the second covers special combinations 
of letters; and the third part is an activity section for further 
practice. Features included are: 

• clear explanation and graphics showing how the letter 
shapes are formed 

• numerous practice exercises to help you achieve Auency in 
writing 

• Master calligrapher tips: expert hints on writing in ruq'a from 
Professor Mohammed Hamaam, head of the Academy of 
Arabic Script in Cairo. Follow the instructions in this guide 
and you will have good ruq'a handwriting. Follow Professor 
Hamaam's tips and you will have even better ruq'a writing! 

• 'e*fra' sections covering features of the Arabic script such as 
writing vowels and hamza (*) 

• photos and illustrations showing the script in context 

• Write onh additional stimulating and userul activities to 
improve recognition and Auency of writing. 
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Basic principles of Arabic script 

There are a few basic principles of Arabic script which apply 
whichever style of writing is used: 

• There are 28 letters in the alphabet. 

• The script is written right to left. 

• There are no capital letters. 

• Words are written in cursive, or 'joined up', writing. All letters 
join to the letter before in a word and all but six join to the 
letter after also. 

Once you have mastered the various forms of each letter shape 
in both naskh and ruq'a you will find you can write and read 
Arabic in most everyday contexts. 

Finally, make sure you have a good ink pen, drawing pen, 
gel pen or a soft pencil to write Arabic. The Arabic script usually 
looks better when written with a thicker nib or tip. Arabic is a 
Aowing script and it is difficult to achieve a good hand with a 
cheap biro. 
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Basic letter shapes 
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For the first few units of Part 1, you will be practising how to 
write individual Arabic shapes and letters. When you have 
mastered enough letters, we will introduce complete words to 
recognise and copy. 

Practise forming the letter shape above, first by tracing the 
shape and then by copying what you see. Pay special attention 
to where you start the shape. 



start 




• • • « r ► 



This shape is used for three different Arabic letters. Compare 
the printed and the handwritten versions: 

Printed form Handwritten form 

. . Smgf tne letter ba '- Tne basic sha P e 

* • with one dot underneath. 

Pronounced 'b' as in 'boat'. 

the letter ta'. The basic shape 
with two dots above. 
Pronounced ¥ as in 'tin'. 
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| ^ the letter tha'. The basic shape 

with three dots above. 
Pronounced 'th' as in 'thanks'. 

Notice that in the handwritten form the dots become joined up 
for speed. 

Two dots are joined like this: m 

Three dots are joined like this: A 

Practise tracing and copying those shapes by themselves, 
remembering to move your pen from right to left. 



Now practise all three letters. Always complete the main letter 
shape first and then add any 'dots'. 
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Joining up 

Arabic is a cursive script: most Arabic letters are written joined 
up to the other letters in a word. Here is how the letter shape 
for o and Jj looks when at the beginning, in the middle, 
and at the end of a word: 



final medial initial 

joined to the joined both sides joined to the 

tetter before only letter after only 




Notice how in the initial and medial positions, the dots 
associated with the letter move to the right of the shape, sitting 
above or under the right-hand curve. 



Master calligrapher tips 

hape of the initial ba', ta' and tha' is one of the most 
important in Arabic writing. The stroke is fundamental to 
handwriting and forms the basis of a number of Arabic letter 
shapes. Pay attention to the starting and rinishing positions. 
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This letter shape can be joined together in different 
combinations. Compare the printed and handwritten 
combinations below: 

Printed form Handwritten form 

0_i f = jj + O «-(readrighttolert) 

«• m _ _i_ _ 

l U — v_J T — » 



Practise copying the shapes without dots and then the 
combinations of letters. Complete the whole combination from 
right to Ieft before adding any 'dots', also from right to left. 







m 


~ A 


< 



J 




This letter shape is used for only one Arabic letter: 



Printed form Handwritten ; 

O 



the letter nun. Pronounced 'n' as 
in 'not'. 



The printed naskh form of nun falls below the line, but the 
handwritten ruq'a form tends to sit more on the line. The dot 
above is often joined to the main letter shape in handwriting. 

Practise tracing and then copying the shape. 

start 

jO_o o _o__o ti cr~ 



translations.net 

Unit 2 



7 



Joining up 

nOn has exactly the same shape as ba' when in the initial or 
medial position (see Unit 1), except it has one dot above. Beginners 
can conruse nun and ba'. Remember ba' has the dot below. 



final 

joined to the 
letter before only 



medial 

joined both sides 



initial 

joined to the 
letter after only 

r 




Printed form Handwritten form 

. * A * 

♦♦•4 1 I lll 



♦ 



i__w_. = o + ^ + / 



L__ _W = O + o + l_> 

c_H CK- = 6 + * 

Notice that when joining to a fmal nun, as in the final 
example above, you need to start the previous letter higher to 
end up back on the line. Practise copying the combinations 
below: 



Ol _____-___J_A__ ._C__-_..<L1U_> -i^i.. 4- . 

K » • * 
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Master calligrapher tips 



You can also write the isolated and final nun like this: 



So the combination ^tollowed by £ could also be written: 







This letter shape represents the Arabic letter ya': 
Printed form Handwritten form 



..c£ tne letter y a ' can De 

pronounced in three ways: 
y as in 'yes'; T as in 'meet'; 
or ay as in 'day' 



Like the nun, the printed naskh form of ya' falls below the line, 
but the handwritten ruq'a form sits on the line. The two dots 
below become joined in handwriting as with c> (see Unit 1) 



Practise tracing and then copying the shape. 



jJt <J ci iS <J >„ jJ> <S 



start 
here 



j-JI jj bunn min al-yaman (Coffee beans from Yemen) 



Joining up 

ya' is another letter which has exactly the same shape as (see 
Unit 1) when in the initial or medial position, except that it has 
two dots below. In the final position, it looks similar to the 
isolated letter. 



10 
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final medial initial 

joined to the joined both sides joined to the 

letter before only letter after only 




To summarise, there are ffve letters which share the same shape 
in their initial and medial positions, and are only distinguished 
by the number of dots above or below: 



■ - • - ■ •-''<---<---'"■ -<< ■ - -■«< < •»- - - ■- ■- •-• -•■ ■ -<"■••■ ■■ ■ - ■ ■ " 

final medial initial isolated 




Notice how these combinations are written: 
Printed form Handwritten form 

CUJ - = + (S + V 



tlhi yys.pr.oc — u + <s 
^ ....<3.... = is + 6 

fB>- Master calligrapher tips 

lf you write one of the letters ^ O O *-> before a final ya', 
the initial shape will become a short downwards stroke, with 
the final ya' ending back on the line: 

S»m* ■■■- - - - 1 — ■- ■ i 

Sometimes a final ya' is written without the dots and 
pronounced 'a', as in the names ^^l» mona or ^^LJ layla. In 
addition, some people don't bother to handwrite the dots on 
the final ya' even when they should be there! 

Practise tracing and copying the combinations below. 



A A A A A 

JLmMJUL*Mi 4^JUJ LJUJ L-JUJ *~ 



12 
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r*L <fr: rjz t*L <ft« t)rt 



,tSfi _AC Qg 



» * 



_ (3 c3 <3 (3 L-iJ^ 



—dLdL-ijL dLjJL d> <3> <i ; 




JL 



IL 




3 FftQM £LALAJMEIM^" I 




<>dl bayt at-tm (House of Figs) 

v>*^*l' 0* j-j tTn min al-^alamayn (Figs from El Alamein) 



Notice that the 'dots' over or under the script may move 
around in handwriting, sometimes ending up to the left of 
where they should be (see the dots on j,JI above). This 
movement happens because the dots are added after the main 
word has been completed and is comparable to what happens 
in English handwriting when you might find the cross stroke of 
a 't' has moved to the right. 



14 
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Vowel and doubling signs 

Most modern Arabic is written without short vowels, in a 
similar way to the language of mobile text messages ('cn u 
cm tdy?'). So a word such as c/> > bint (girl) is actually written 
as bnt and ojj bayt (house) as byt. 

It is possible to add signs above and below the main script 
showing the short vowels, and these are sometimes included 
for clarity or in material aimed at learners, as well as being a 
feature of classical and religious texts. 

The vowel signs are: 

fatha a dash above, pronounced as a short 'a' 

arler the letter, for example ...li ba 

damma a comma-shape above, pronounced as a 

short 'u' after the letter, for example . ; bu 

i j*& kasra a dash below, pronounced as a short 'V 
after the letter, for example bi 

There are also two additional signs: 

tjj-w- sukun a small circle above showing that no vowel 
follows the letter, e.g. oj-> bint (girl) 

5 jiu shadda a small 'w' shape above showing that the 
letter is doubled, e.g. ^ bunn (coffee beans) 

Don't confuse these signs with the dots above and below 
letters. The dots are an integral part of the script, 
distinguishing one letter from another. The vowels and 
doubling signs are a discretionary feature. 



translations.net 

extra: vowet and doubling signs 



15 




Practise writing the signs, following the direction of the arrow, 
and making sure you move your pen from right to left. Only 
kasra (i) is written under the line: 



v4< 



O u/ J - 



Now practise tracing and copying these words with the vowel 
and doubling signs included. Follow these steps: 

1. Complete the main shape of the word. 

2. Add the letter dots from right to left. 

3. Add the vowel and doubling signs from right to left. 

o 



k!xL) *~ bint 



4 


• 






U> J 

Ol 


*- bunn 






< bayt 



t^J *~ bathth 





The letter alif is the first letter of the Arabic alphabet and one of 
the simplest to recognise and write: a single downward stroke. 

Printed form Handwritten form 



Practise tracing and then copying the shape. 



1111.11« 



nere 



alif does not represent a single consistent sound. It has two 
functions: 

• as a 'carrier' for one of the short vowels (a, u, i), usually at 
the beginning of a word 

• to indicate a long a vowel. 

loining up 

Most Arabic letters join to the letters either side of them in a 
word. alif is one of six Arabic letters that only join to the letter 
before (on its right). This effectively means that the alif retains its 
shape wherever it falls in a word, with just a small joining 



Unit 4 



stroke if it is joined to the letter before. 

medial/final initial/isolated 

joined to the not joined at all 

letter before 

: X ; 

The letter following an alif (to the left) must be written in the 
initial form, or in the isolated form if it is the only remaining 
letter in the word. 

An alif at the beginning of a word is usually written with a 
hamza symbol (*) over it if the vowel is a or u, or under it if the 
voweI is i: 

a or u: I i: | 

* 

Complete the whole word before adding the hamza (see extra 
section pages 42-3 for more details on hamza). 

Look carerully at how these words are written: 
Printed form Handwritten form 



• * 




bab door 


-v-L 




ab father 


.JUU.. 

• • 


u 

• • 


baba daddy/papa 




ol 

> 


in if 


...JLil- 


... i'\ 


ana / (am) 




4W. 


nabatT vegetarian 
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Practise tracing and then copying those words containing alif. 



k 



Unit 4 



19 



rJVt $\i 4¥ 



5 f « 



____Lk_LL LL-LL 



_aL o| rtj cij 



i l y u LJ Ll 




^liC-j^ lil - UU baba - ana fi bayt thabit 
(Daddy - I~'m in Thabit's house) 



www.uz 
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The two letter shapes above are very similar. The downwards 
sloping stroke used to produce j has a small 'head' added to 
produce the j shape. 



Printed form Handwritten form 



the letter ra'. Pronounced as a 
slightly trilled V as in the 
Spanish 'arriva\ 

the letter zay. The same shape 
as j with one dot above. 
Pronounced *z' as in 'zebra'. 

the letter waw. Can be 
pronounced in three ways: w as 
in 'wet'; u as in 'loot'; or aw as 
in 'how'; 



Notice that although the printed naskh letters fall under the linc 
the handwritten ruq'a letters finish on the line - one of the 
mndamental differences between the two scripts. 
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Practise tracing and then copying the letter shapes. 



start 



Jl JL £ «1 J £ J^. 



start 
here 



Joining up 

ra', zay and waw are three more letters like alif that only join to 
the letter before (on the right) in a word. 



medial/tlnal 

ra', zay 
joined to the 
letter before 



mediul/hnal 

waw 

joined to the 
letter before 



m r 



Remember that after non-joining letters, the following letter in a 
word must be written in the initial or isolated form, depending 
on whether it is the final letter in the word. Look at how the 
Arabic names on the next page are written. 



22 
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Printed form Handwritten form 



JJH 




nur 


chL> 


StJ.. 


zayn 






anwar 




• • 


zaynab 


fl>< Master calligrapher tips 



Because the shapes of the handwritten j and j sit on the line 
in ruq'a, you should try to raise the letter before so that you 



end up back in the right position: 



- J + u 



Practise copying the names. 



. * ■ * 




Whose peg is whose? How many names can you read? 



piz (AuojJiunj qnXe jnu qeuXez (ouu) euu u/Cez jiqem 

(#«}/ 0/ JI/0/J UlOJj 6uipD3j) 
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start 
here 



•V". 



This letter shape looks similar to j but is rounder. It is used for 
two Arabic letters. 



Printed form Handwritten form 

J _-_>__ 
« 

-S- 



the letter dal. Pronounced 'd' as 
in 'den'. 

the letter dhal. The same shape 
with one dot above. Pronounced 
'th' as in 'th' or 'that'. 



Master calligrapher tips 



The stroke used to write the handwritten j is the same as that 
used for the initial _» or _3, etc: 



Practise tracing and then copying dal and dhal. 



J J____..____._L J J 



Joining up 

dal and dhal are the last of the six letters that don't join to the 
next letter in a word. Here is a summary of all six letters in 
their isolated form and when joined to the letter before: 




26 
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Notice how these combinations are written: 
Printed form Handwritten form 







— J T __> 4— 

* 




J.JT t 


= J+ j + U 






= (S + J 


___>!_» __ 

* * 


<~el.J. 


= u+ l + u + J 

* • 






— o + s + ^ + s 



Note that even with non-joining letters, it is usually quicker to 
hnish the whole word before adding any dots right to left: 

Stepl: C_*Lj 
Step2: %^Vj 



band ^adT 
(Ordinary mail) 



Practise tracing and then copying the words. 



J> £_ ____£ J JL- JlJL 



cii _ii 



i iSi 




28 
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You have met the short vowel marks on pages 14-15. These 
marks are written above and below the main script and are 
discretionary. 

However, if a vowel is long, for example a long 0 as in 
'boot', this requires an additional letter to be added to the 
word: 

long a (as in 'fQther') I alif added after the letter: L» ba 

long u (as in 'bQQt') j waw added after the letter: jj bu 

long T (as in 'mget') ^ y3' added after the letter: ^ bT 

Look at the handwritten and printed versions of the words 
below which contain long vowels. Remember: 

• I alif and j waw do not join to the following letter 

• & ya' has the same shape as in the intial and medial 
rbrms, except it has two dots under. 

You will also occasionally see a long a written as a wavy sign 
(5xo madda) over an alif: I, as in <_u^l anisa (young womon). 

Printed form Handwritten form 





...^L. 


bab door/gate 






nur light (also a name) 




. C£jl 


dTn reiigion 






barTd mail 






nar fire 






yabanT Japanese 



extra 

: ■- = -u ;:,■■'- 



Practise writing the words containing long vowels. 



J 



1 




mabruk ya habTbatT! 
(Congratulations darling!) 
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tCE 



Start this letter shape a little above the line, then loop round 
clockwise and add the curved taii. The movement is a little like 
a mirror-image ngure of 8. 

Practise tracing and then copying the letter shape. 



This shape is used for three Arabic letters. Notice the difference 
between the printed and handwritten forms: 

Printed form Handwritten form 



-7?--- — the 'etter ha'. Pronounced as a 

breathy 'h'. 

"~^F — — ^,— the letter jTm. Pronounced as a 

soft 'j' as in the sound in the 
middle of 'pleasure' 



-c- 
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the letter kha'. Pronounced at 
the back of the throat. Similar to 
the 'ch' in the Scottish word 
iocjn'. 



Joining up 

Joining ha', jim and kha' requires practice. 

final medial initial 

joined to the joined both sides joined to the 

letter before only letter af\er only 



2 



The intial form of the shape is relatively straightforward, but 
when other letters are handwritten before ha', jTm or kha' they 
tend to be placed above, so that they end up joining at the top 
ieft of the shape. Look at the examples below: 



Printed form Handwritten form 



A 



t 

. * 



= J + C 

= C + v_. 

= r+l 



In this unit, we'll concentrate on the initial and isolated forms. 



32 
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The isolated form is used when the letter follows one of the six 
non-joining letters (see Unit 6 for summary table) and is the 
last letter in a word, as in £l on page 31. 

Part 2 of this book deals with combination shapes and you can 
practise the medial and final combinations for ha', jTm and kha' 
in Unit 17. 



Master calligrapher tips 



The initial _a. shape is raised in front of letter shapes that 
need to rinish on the line, including j (see j__ on page 31), 
j and (j: 



L, — r ... _ 



Practise writing these letter combinations containing initial 
and isolated ha', jTm and kha'. 



U 



Lp> lp> 




£* &* t 1 £* £ f £* 



(. 5* (3' 




J^JI _^*S i>Ulj>l ajz5khana qasr in-nll (Qasr el-nil Pharmacy) 
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The letter 6 ha' is unusual as it changes its shape more 
radically than most letters when joined. 

First practise tracing and then copying the isolated letter shape, 
making sure you move your pen clockwise. 



O O 0 0 o o & 



start 
here 



Unit 8 
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nnal 

joined to the 
letter before only 



medial 

joined both sides 



initial 

joined to the 
letter after only 



1 

i 




The medial form of 6 ha' is also signihcantly ditterent in ruq'a 
handwriting from the printed naskh script, where it looks more 
like a ribbon tied in a bow: 

Printed form Handwritten form 



initial 



medial 



tinal 



The isolated letter looks similar in the printed and handwritten 
forms: 



Printed form Handwritten form 



the letter ha'. Pronounced h as 
in 'hotel'. 



Joining up 

Pay special attention to the ditterent shapes of 6 ha' when 
joined. Although the final form is recognisable, the initial and 
medial forms look very ditterent. 



Pay special attention to the inital ha'. You need to start the 
letter at the top left, form a large backwards C-shape, then 
loop back inside the C-shape before continuing to the left. 






Practise tracing and then copying the initial, medial and hnal 
forms of 6 ha': 



36 
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4 4 




Master calligrapher tips 



The final ha' can be also be written like this: 



So rollowed by & can be written in in either of these 
two ways: 





Look at these words with 6 ha' in the printed and handwritten 
forms: 

Printed form Handwritten form 



huna here 



4-=^J wajh race 

jawahir /ewe/s 

Notice how the initial _> curves round the other way into the 
shape of the following ha' in the handwritten sy- (river). 

Practise writing those words. 



6 ta' marbOta 

There is a special feminine ending which looks like 6 ha' with 
two dots on top: A. This only ever appears at the end of words 
and is known as ta' marbuta ('tied t'). It is pronounced a or at. 

The ta' marbuta is handwritten in exactly the same way as a 
final or isolated 6 ha', with the addition of a dash representing 
the two dots: 
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Unit 8 



Printed form 


Handwritten form 






..K^A.. 
* 


hadTya present/gift 






jarTda newspaper 






zubda butter 




What's on the shopping list? 



un 

jajjng epqnz 
\io a/w/o un}Xez }Xez 
suedq 99JJOD uunq 
epof/ voj ludsajd epnq-|| eXipeq 
J3dedsM9u epijel 




J 




r -r- J 



Prinred form Handwritten form 



the letter mTm. Pronounced m as 
in 'mother'. 



The letter ^ mTm doesn't share its shape with any other letter. 
Notice how you start the letter shape in the middie, tbrming a 
tight circle in a clockwise direction, before continuing to the left 
and then downwards into the tail. 

The handwritten ruq'a mTm sits a little higher than the printed 
naskh form, although the tail does end below the line. 

Practise tracing and then copying the letter shape. 



f f f (* <*("T 



40 
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Look at how ^ mTm is joined, particularly in handwriting. 
Printed form Handwritten form 



Now practise these words ending with an isolated ^ mim: 



initial 



medial 



final 



mTm can be a tricky letter to spot, becoming 'tucked' under, 
or sometimes over, the surrounding letters. It takes time to 
recognise and practise the various combinations. In this unit, 
we will concentrate on the easier combinations with the initial 
and isolated ^ mTm. Unit 19 in Part 2 will show how ^ mTm is 
written in combination with specitic letters. 

Practise writing these combinations starting with ^ mTm. 
Remember to start the initial mTm in the same position as the 
isolated letter, forming a tight clockwise circle. 



le m. 



= i + 



j + 



^ + 



= 6 + 



nawm 



kham 



nadam 




Masthead from the children's magazine j^-U majid (Majid - a 
boy's name) 



42 
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e x tr q 

Hamza (?) 



> 








i 













The Arabic hamza (?) is sometimes described qs q 'half-letter'. 
It represents the short intake of breath that an English 
speaker would naturally make betore a word starting with a 
vowel (e.g. 'instant', 'egg'). In Arabic script, the hamza is 
usually written together with an alif when a word starts with 
a vowel: above the alif if the vowel is a/aa or u/u and below if 
the vowel is iA: 

Printed form Handwritten form 

ab father 



u! 



t 



umm mother 
in if 



Try writing the hamza, first by itself and then above and 
under an alif. Complete the alif first before adding the hamza: 

s i > } f 

$ $ $ $ * 



M M I 



M M I 

H f 




The hamza (?) can also appear in the middle of a word 
representing a short pause, or at the end of a word when it has 
the effect of cutting off the previous sound. In these cases, the 
hamza can also be found written on a waw (j), on a ya' without 
dots (-l/t^), or by itself on the line (?): 

Printed form Handwritten form 
t _ 



taw'am twin 
jara'id newspapers 
bad' beginning 
yu'addib topunish 



Practise these words containing the hamza. Write the whole 
word first and then add the hamza along with any dots. 

2 * 



J5 
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- 



i - r 



■ 



This letter shape involves three basic movements: 

a short upwards stroke 

a longer stroke to the left 

a tinal curved tail. 
The tail is a similar movement to the hnal (see Unit 2). 



Practise 



copying the letter shape. 



start 
here 



This shape is used for two Arabic letters. In their printed naskh 
forms, these letters start with a backwards w-shape, but this is 
usually 'smoothed out' in the handwritten form. Notice also 
how the handwritten tail sits on the line but the printed tail 
falls below the line. 

Printed form Handwritten form 



the letter sin. Pronounced s as in 
'same'. 

the letter shTn. Pronounced sh as 
in 'shame'. 



Unit 70 
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Remember to write the A shape representing the three dots over 
the shm arter completing the main letter or word shape. 

r e * r r 
C.J^** ^ Cj^*"^ 1 C*^ ""^ 



Master calligrapher tips 



You can write the isolated and final J/u shTn with a tail the 
same shape as the alternate ^ nun (see Unit 2). In this case 
you should not also put the 'dots' above the shTn: 



Joining up 

Like many Arabic letters, sTn and shTn lose their tails when joined 
to the next letter. Combined with the smoothing of the w-shape, 
this effectively turns the medial sTn and shTn into a straight line. 



rlnal 

joined to the 
letter before only 



medial 

joined both side.s 



initial 

joined to the 





r 



Notice the position of the final form, with the tail hnishing on 
the line. The means that the previous letter(s) should be raised, 
so the whole combination ends back on the line: 
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Master calligrapher tips 



The sin and shin sometimes retain the w-shape in handwriting 
especially when placed in front of (j, and 



r 



Practise combinations with sTn and shTn. 



6 + 



~ 1 * 

- (j- + c 



6 + «J- + 



— (i> + o- 




CECIL 




Jt----. <u j_J ahdhTyat sTsTl (Cecil shoes). 

Notice the two occurrences of the letter sTn: probably written 

in different styles because two straight lines would look odd. 
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Practise forming the letter shape, first by tracing the shape and 
then by yourseh. The tail is a similar shape to sTn in Unit 10. 
Pay special attention to where you start the initial loop: 

here 



This shape is used for two Arabic lerters. Compare the printed 
form with the handwritten. The handwritten tail sits on the line, 
while the printed tail falls under the line: 

Printed form Handwritten form 

the letter sad. The basic shape 
without any additional dots. 
Pronounced as an emphatic s, 
similar to the 's' in the English 
'sob' (rather than 'sad'). 

the letter dad. With an 
additional dot above. 
Pronounced as an emphatic d, 
similar to the 'd' in the English 
'doll' (rather than 'dill'). 
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Practise writing the two letters. Remember to start the loop on 
the left, in the centre of the letter: 



Joining up 

Look closely at how the nnal sad and dad are joined to the letter 
before and after. You should not need to take your pen off the 
paper. Try tracing the path of the pen below with your hnger: 

Hnal medial initial 

joined to the joined both sides joined to the 

letter before only letter arler only 





Master calligrapher tips 



You can also write the isolated and final ^ dad with a tail 
the same shape as the alternate ^ nun and <Ju shTn (see 
Units 2 and 10). If you write the dad with this alternative tail, 
you should not also put a dot above the letter: 



50 
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Whenever sad and dad are joined to the following letter, you 
should be careful to include the small 'dink' (or il« sinna - 
'tooth' - as the Arabs call it) after the loop as this is an 
essential part of the shape. 

Printed form Handwritten form 



bayd eggs 



is\*4e?_. hadara cmlisation 



Practise joining sad and dad. Remember to finish the whole 
shape of the word first, and then come back to add any dots. 



« • • * 

<Jr€» 

* **~ r ~ * *• r ~ 




Jj^JU misr lil-betrul (Egypt Petroleum) 
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This letter shape represents the Arabic letter lam: 
Printed form Handwritten form 



the letter lam. Pronounced I qs in 
'less'. 



The printed naskh form of lam falls below the line, but the 
handwritten ruq'a form sits on the line. 

Practise tracing and then copying the shape. 



0 d 



J J cJ 



start 
here 



Joining up 

The lam looks somewhat like a mirror image of the English 
letter T and is formed in a similar way, but in the reverse 
direction. As with a joined-up English T, you must take your 
pen to the top of the medial and final lam first, before returning 
down the same path and continuing to the left. 
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tinul 

joined to the 
ietter before only 

A 



medial 

joined both sides 

m 



initial 

joined to the 
letter after only 




Master calligrapher tips 



When you join to a final lam, the initial letter(s) are raised, 
joining to the middle of the lam, with the final tail of the lam 
ending back on the line: 



Jf = J + C 



&, = J + - 
Jr^ = J + 



lam, along with alif, is one of the most common letters of the 
Arabic alphabet, as together they form the word — II al- (the). 
..Jl al- is written joined to the word it refers to: 



Printed form 


Handwritten form 




_LJI 

• ■ 




al-bab the door 






al-buma the owl 






az-zubda* thebutter 



' al- is pronounced as az- in this combination. 



54 
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Practise tracing and then copying the combinations with lam. 

^^^j^ 1 ^^*?B$^ ^Sjj^J j ^*^bfir?^ ^^^^^ 



V lam-alif 



2 



il 



55 



When the letter alif folIows lam a special combined shape is 
produced called lam-alif: 

Printed form Handwritten form 



• * 



Master calligrapher tips 



The movement used to handwrite V is similar to the 
movement required to write I j I: 



I ^ I 



Practise tracing V and then copying the shape. 



56 
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Look at how the combinations of letters below join together: 
Printed form Handwritten form 



...31 



■ I + J + J 

= 1 + J + c^ 
*f + 1 + J + o- 
■u» + y + 1 + J + f 

Trace then copy the combinations with lam alif. 




(3 ^ 




Printed form Handwritten form 

_j_-i___ 



j_i-_»r.>_f iwK-_r_*i_-af.w.^ L - 

* 1 



.__ 



the letter fa'. Pronounced f as in 
'feast'. 

the letter qaf. A q pronounced 
from the back of the throat. 



These two letters are related but look somewhat different in their 
isolated forms. 



The tail of the qaf is rounder and, in ruq'a handwriting, the two 
dots are usually written as a Aourish on the end of the tail, 
similar to the altemate nun, shTn and dad. 
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Master calligrapher tips 



<_s is the shape of joined to the head of j. 

3 is the shape of the q joined to the head of the j. 



2 



Practise tracing and then copying the letter shapes. 



start 
here 



start 
here 



Joining up 

When fa' and qaf are joined to the letter before, i.e. in the initial 
or medial forms, their shape is identical. The only difference is 
that fa' has one dot and qaf a dash, representing two dots. Pay 
attention to how the loop is formed in the medial letter. 

In the final form, the letters are a similar shape to their isolated 
forms. 



final 

joined to the 
letter before only 



medial 

joined both sides 




initial 

joined to the 
letter after only 




r. 

- 



Notice the difference in the height above the line of the previous 
letter as it joins the final fa' and qaf. 



- = 3 + v 



Compare these handwritten words with their printed forms: 
Printed form Handwritten form 



jii 



farTq feam 
qafl lock 
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saqr riaw* 






thaqafa cu/ture 




• 


farq difference 


— M 




daqTq flour 






daqa'iq minutes 



Practise tracing and copying those words. 



iS** <S*9 <±& 



\ fl Q 



>^ >* >* 



\*fmJL m£ 
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Numbers 

The Hgures 1, 2, 3, 4, etc. used in European languages are 
based on Arabic numbers and are often termed 'Arabic' 
numerals (as opposed to 'Latin' numerals i, ii, iii, iv, etc). 
However, the figures commonly used in the Arab world vary 
somewhat from their European counterparts: 





Printed 


Handwritten 




0 


♦ 


• 


Sifr^i__ 


1 


> 


1. 


wahid _=Jj 


2 


r 




ithnan _,l__l 


3 


r 




thalatha oM5 


4 


t 


< 


arbaj- a <L_>jl 


5 


0 


0 


khamsa L-v--> 


6 






sitta i__u 


7 


V 


¥ 


sab^a A » fm 


8 


A 


A 


thamanya <L}_1-- 


9 


\ 


A. 


tis^a <jl__ 


10 


\ • 




^ashara 5 _>i__ 



If you look how > ♦ (10) is written, you can see that Arabic 
numbers read from left to right as in English - the opposite 
direction to the rest of the script. 

Handwritten Arabic numbers look similar to the printed ones. 
The main exception is the number 2. Note also that sometimes 
a hastily handwritten Arabic three X looks more like a printed 
two T. Watch out for this as it can be contusing. 

Practise writing the Arabic numbers, starting at the black dot: 



V 


• 

K 

.. ._ . — V- - 


A 


r 




What's the 
registration 
number of 
this Cairo taxi? 
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<2) <2) <2> <2) <2) <2) <2T 



start 
here 





The letter J kaf does not share its shape with any other letter. 

Compare the usual printed and handwritten forms. Notice how 
the handwritten version usually joins the hamza shape in the 
middle of the letter to create a clockwise swirl: 

Printed form Handwritten form 



A... 



the letter kaf. Pronounced k as in 
'kettle'. 



Master calligrapher tips 



The movement required to produce the handwritten kaf is 
similar to a combination of the shapes used to produce 
I followed by »_» followed by j: 



<2) - 



First practise tracing and then copying the isolated letter shape, 
making sure you tollow the direction shown in the numbered 
seguence at the top of the page. 



(oining up 

Pay special attention to the ditterent shapes of the letter d kaf 
when joined. The final form is recognisable, but the initial and 
medial forms look different. 



final 

joined to the 
letter before only 



medial 

joined both sides 



initial 

joined to the 
letter after only 





J 



Practise the medial and final forms of kaf, following the arrows 
and completing the downwards angled stroke last. 

>' 




Master calligrapher tips 



The initial and medial kaf is written in a semi-circular shape 
before an ascending letter, such as I, another d or J: 
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When writing words containing initial or medial kafs you 
should write the lower part of the letter, but leave the upper 
slanted stroke as an addition to be completed when you have 
Rnished the whole shape of the word, along with any dots on 
other letters: 

Stagel: <-*\>^ 



Stage 2: 



(karrakat) 



This is similar to how joined-up 't's and 'i's are formed in 
English, with the main vertical strokes completed as part of the 
word, and the letters crossed and dotted at the end: 

Stage 1: UuU 
Stage 2: fiUfc 



Look at these words with _l kaf in their printed and 
handwritten forms: 

Printed form Handwritten form 





...oJ 


kura ball 




_____ 


kull all, every 






shakl 5hape 




m 


dTk cockerel 






mifakk screwdriver 



Now practise writing those words. 



jJ^L _-r_l 



_____■_!_!_--!- — <^ __i_____l_f . ^ L— 



al-k_f tuktab bi-hadha sh-shakl id-da'irT idha kana ba_daha harf sa_id 
(The kaf is written in this circular shape if after it there is an 
ascending letter.') 



rf sa_id 

_ 



Original Arabic text of the Master calligrapher tip on page 65 
written by Protessor Mohammed Hamaam. Notice how the 
slanting stokes of the kafs have become slightly separated from 
the lower part of the letters, showing that they have been 
added at a later stage. 
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Practise forming the letter shape, first by tracing the shape and 
then by yourself. You should form the loop at the bottom first in 
a clockwise direction, and then add the vertical stroke downwards: 



This shape is used for two Arabic letters. The printed and 
handwritten versions look similar. 



the letter ta'. The basic shape 
without any additional dots. 
Pronounced as an emphatic t, 
similar to the T in the English 'lold' 
(rather than '{en'). 

the letter za'. With an additional dot 
above. Pronounced as an emphatic 
z, a cross between 'z' and 'th' 
pronounced with the tongue in a 
similar position to other emphatic 
letters such as ta'. 





Printed Handwhtten 

-Jm. > 
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Practise writing the two letters. Remember to add the downward 
stroke and the dot last. 

is> i? Jp Jg i? )e > Ssf Jg 



Joining up 

Jo and Ja look similar wherever they appear in a word. Notice 
that when you join them to the letter before, i.e. in the medial 
and final forms, you need to loop back over the line before 
continuing. 



nnal 

joined to the 
letter before only 



medial 

joined both sides 



initial 

joined to the 
letter after only 




Practise writing the words below. As with the letter kaf (see Unit 14), 
it's best to complete an entire word and then add the downward 
stroke of the Jo or along with any dots. 



taha 



batt 
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hazzak 




at-talaq 



batatis 




Can you read the signs on the vegetables? 



(suomo) (^a|9D) (saoiewoi) (siojje:>) (ssojeiod) 
|eseq s^eje>) lurjeujei. jezef sijeieq 





The initial section of this letter shape is similar to the shape 
of the hamza (see e*fra pages 42-3). The tail finishes below 
the line. 



Practise forming the Ietter shape: 



t t t t t-t 



start 
^here 



Master calligrapher tips 



ln ruq'a handwriting there are only three letter shapes which 
have tails talling below the line: 



t 
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This shape is used for two Arabic letters. The printed and 
handwritten versions look similar. 

Printed Handwritten 

___£__. - the letter ^ayn. A guttural letter 

*■* " difficult to pronounce. Sounds like 

'ah' coming from the stomach. 

* 

y_. the letter ghayn. With an additional 

' dot above. Pronounced as an V from 

the back of the throat as in the 
French 'rouge'. 

Practise writing the two letters. 

t t l t l t 



Joining up 



final medial initial 

joined to the joined both sides joined to the 

letter betore only letter after only 




The initial form is similar to the isolated form, but without the 
nnal tail. The medial and nnal forms have a modified shape in 
both printed and handwritten Arabic: a small triangular loop. 
Joining from the right you need to curve up slightly, then loop 
back to the right before continuing curving down again to the left. 

Notice that, in common with other letters with a final tail, the 
handwritten £_ is raised higher to enable the tail to hnish in 
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the correct position. This will have the effect of also raising the 
letter(s) before: 



= ? + 



t + v 



Practise writing the words containing £ and ^ in different 
positions: 



naw? 



yuballighak 



£alama 



mashaghil 




duktur khalid kamal 
(Doctor Khalid Kamal) 

duktur sa^Td hasan 
(Doctor Saeed Hasan) 



You have now covered all the basic letter shapes needed to write 
Arabic.You will find the complete table of all the letters in the 
various positions on pages 112-16. Part 2 deals with how to 
form particular combinations of letters and Part 3 gives you a 
chance to put all you have learnt into practice. 




Letter combinations 
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General principles 



Working your way through Part 1 of this book, you have 
already encountered some of the general principles involved in 
handwriting Arabic. Here is a summary of the main points you 
have met: 

• Double and treble dots above and below letters become 
dashes and 'caps': * m . 

• The 'w' shape at the beginning of sTn and shTn 
generally becomes a smooth line: (j* . 

• Some final letters have alternative final forms, e.g. 

O I aj , o_- / r*-t , and Jp I ^ 

• Each group of letters needs to end with the final character in 
the correct position on the line - the height of preceding 
letters should be adjusted to achieve this. 

• In addition, some special shapes have developed to join 
particular combinations of letters. 

Implementing all of these principles requires practice and time. 
You will start by only recognising some of the more complicated 
combinations. However, the more you can apply the principles, 
the more your handwriting will resemble that of a narive 
Arabic speaker, and so the more credibility you will acquire. 
You need to imagine how you would regard a foreigner who 
writes you an English note in printed infant letters as opposed 
to a fully formed adult hand. 

Final letters 

In this unit we will look as a whole at final letters and how they 
affect the letters that come before. The 'final letter' could be the 
last letter in a word or it could be a non-joining letter, making it 
the last letter in a combination. 
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Some final letters are written along the line and there is no 
special adjustment needed to the letter(s) that come before: 



<~±> = __fl + w_ 

-^W- = d + _i + ^ 



But others are joined higher to allow the final tail to fall in the 
correct position: 



.J».= J + _i 



= j + Z 

Compare the position of the initial ba' _j in t_L> and & above. 
When joining to fa' __ you can start the ba' on the line, but 
when joining to qaf 3 y° u should raise the bS' in anticipation, 
so that the deeper tail of the qaf falls back on the line. The 
ability to anticipate is one of the features of good Arabic 
handwriting. 

Here are the tinal letters like qaf that are joined to above the line: 




Units 18-20 will cover joining to ^/^/^. ^ an d (£■ In this 
unit we will practise the other final letters. 
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Practise tracing and copying these combinations, taking care to 
start the initial letter above the line: 

M J> o-f -& O l t¥ 



Now trace and write these complete words taking note of the 
relative positions of the letters. 




jabal 


. — . — t ^ jj 


qafl 




farTq 




tasallul 




jawahir 
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Joiningto £ 



In Unit 7 you saw how the initial letter shape joins to 
following letters. This shape is shared by the letters £ jTm, £ ha' 
and £ kha'. 

In this unit we will look in more detail at the medial and final 
shapes for these letters. 



rinal medial initial 

joined to the joined both sides joined to the 

letter before only letter after only 




You can see that the medial and tinal letter shapes are joined to 
the letter before with a diagonal right-to-left stroke joining at 
the top left-hand side of the main letter. This requires 
anticipation when joining. 

Practise tracing and copying the medial and final shapes, 
taking care to start where indicated by the arrow: 
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There is also a special combined shape used when ^ (or any of 
the letters which share its initial and medial shape - see Unit 3) 
is joined to g jTm, £ ha' or £kha': 



Practise these combinations: 



% 

V 



Compare these words in their printed and handwritten forms. 


Printed form 


Handwritten form 


1 




bihar seas 


« 




majallat magazines 






rTh wind 






bakhil miser 






manahij methods/procedures 


Now try writing the words for 


yourself: 



1 1 '•■ 




aU^II al-ittihad (The Union) 

Masthead from the Emirates-based newspaper 



- ' \ ■ - 



4± 



^Ull fk* matj.am al-hatT (Al-Hati Restaurant) 

Notice how the J is joined to the top left of the ^ 
and how several letters have ornamental upwards 
strokes for decorative effect. 
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Joiningto ^ 



The letter mTm * is one of the trickiest letters to master. You 
have already seen in Unit 9 that when it loses its tail it is 
reduced to a small circle or blob: 

mTm in isolation: . ^f . 
initial mTm: JF 

In addition, when mTm is in the medial or final position, with a 
letter following it, it tends to become tucked under the lerter in 
handwriting, sometimes making it difficult to spot: 



final 

joined to the 
letter before only 



medial initial 

joined both sides joined to the 

letter after only 



j 1 



Practise forming the medial and final shapes, completing the black 
part of the shape first. You can move your pen around on the spot 
until you can see a blob, especially if using a thinner nib. 
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Look Qt how these letters join to mTm: 

\ = f, + ^ + | 

eLr* = d + f + uu 

Certain combinations of mTm and other letters can result in a 
'pile up' of three or four letters above the line. 
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- j + f + o 

f + a;+ e+ r 

If you can write these kinds of combinations correctly and 
Auently, you can truly claim to have mastered Arabic 
handwriting! 

Practise torming those combinations: 

/ 



4~ 
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Joining to final 



In Unit 3 you saw how the initial _» shape combines with a 
final ya' to produce this shape: ^ . 

Other letters combine with the final ya' in a similar way. Look at 
how the final ya' combines with these ten initial letter shapes: 




Note the subtle sinna ('tooth') after the loop of the sad in ^a. 
This is an important part of the letter (compare to on its 
left). In addition, don't forget to add any dots and the 
downwards stroke of the io and S after you have completed the 
whole of the main shape. 

Try tracing and then copying those shapes. Start at the black dot. 



is|at 
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lf tf L±' if if <>• 
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The banner across the magazine reads: 

j.i*JI I j-A Ijl ^l iqra'u fT hadha l-^adad (Read in this issue). 
Notice how the word fi (in) is written. 




Summary of 

combinations 

with 



As a summary of how Arabic letters combine, look at the 
following which shows the initial J joined to all the ietters of 
the alphabet in turn in their final forms (see pages 112-16 for 
the Arabic letters in alphabetical order). 



!! —mte- -Jpf- L_ L 

o? (f ch eL i^? 
<3 j« 



Compare particularly the position of the _j in relation to the 
letter that follows: the point and height above the line at which 
it joins. 



I 
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Now practise copying these combinations: 




* I 



01 <± ei i# 



<3> j £ <u 

■Mi M 



By working your way through this guide, you should now have 
mastered the tundamentals of reading and writing ruq'a Arabic 
script. In Part 3, you will find activities which will nirther 
improve your script and provide you with practice in 
deciphering handwritten material. 
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Actmties for turther practice 
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The Write on! section consists of additional activities designed 
to provide further practice in handwriting and recognition. You 
will find the answers to these activities on page 106. 

Activity 1 

Handwrite these combination of letters, as in the example. 

-*+ f 

= d + J^ 
= J + ci 
= J + d 

-l + J 

= ^ + L 

= t + o 
= (S + V 



Activity 2 

Now write these printed naskh words in ruq'a script, as in the 
example. 

= jLC (sukkan) 
= o -> (jihat) 
= j\J^ (haffar) 
= Jli (shakl) 
= Js^ (bihall) 
= (uhibbak) 
= JL-3 (tasallul) 
= d^Lu- (saba'ik) 
= JcU^» (mashaghil) 
- JLoaJI (al-jamal) 
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write on! 



Activity 3 



Match the handwritten words with their printed equivalents, as 
in the example. 




H 



Ul 



\ 



write on! 

Activity 4 

Now write the words from Activity 3 on the lines. 
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(as-silk) 



(at-talaq) 

4& 



(an-nujum) 



(salasil) 
(balabil) 



(daqa'iq) 



(mahasll) 



(karrakat) 



-istikhdam) 



(mushkilat) 
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write on! 



Activity 5 



. = " ame r^ 1 

^ , r r ■ X 

.... : nationality 4amo*J < 




: name 



: naiue 
: nationality Ajmn 



write on! 



Activity 6 

How many kilometres is it to these towns? 



Minya 

Luxor 

Beni Suef 

Cairo 

Asyut 

Al Fayoum 



al-minya UUI 
al-u^sur^uoi^l 
banT swayf ^\ , 

al-qahiraS^UJ| 
asyut ±> ^xujI 
al-fayum ^ j.all 
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Activity 7 

a) Can you work out the name of this pasta (<, j_£*) company? 



b) And how about this doctor? (hint: the Arabic name Amr is spelt 
with a silent waw on the end: j^e.) 




Activity 8 

How much would the following cost you in the Marina 
cafeteria? 

Pizza and ice cream? 

Spaghetti and kebab? 

Tuna mayonnaise and cappuccino? 
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Activity 9 

Circle the following places in the box below, as in the example: 

Madrid ✓ 

Crete 

London 

Peru 

Aswan 

Athens 

Majorca 

Mauritania 

Oman 

Liverpool {hint: the foreign sound V is often written in Arabic 
as a ,_ifa' with three dots: _i) 





Activity 10 

Look at the travel agent's window and answer these questions: 

1. Is the agent offering a package to New York? 

2. What ancient site is included in the travel package to 
Aswan? 

3. The package to the Far East includes five nights in 
Thailand and four nights in which place? 

4. How many nights can you stay in Berlin? 

5. Which Japanese and European cities can you visit on 
a five-star package? 
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Activity 11 



juice 


f asir 
i_ ■ s - 


natural 




oranges 


butuqal JUj>; 


carrots 


jazar jj^. 


strawberries 


tarawla aJ J >i 


mangos 


mango^J.U 


guavas 


gawata 4_al 


tamarind 


tamr hindT^jlA j-aj 


sugar cane 


qasab 



Look at the photo of the juice stall opposite and the word list 
above. Then see if you can work out how much these juices 
cost. 

1. one orange juice 

2. two tamarind juices 

3. one strawberry juice 

4. one juice cocktail 

5. two guava juices 

6. two carrot juices 

7. three mango juices 

8. four sugar cane juices 
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Answers to the Activities Actmty 3 

Actmty 1 ActMty 2 




1. Riyad Sabri ^Ijj); Bahraini (^b^) 

= (j + ^ J.Li). = JL^JI 2 Nad y Q BadQwi (^J^ >i Tunisian (U^j3) 

3. Muhammad KhJlid ( JU ); Iraqi {yttjC) 
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write on! (answers) 



Actwity 6 

Minya 80km 

Luxor 450km 

Beni Suef 30km 

Cairo 140km 

Asyut 200km 

Al Fayoum 60km 



Activity 7 

a) Sjj^UJI Uj-o mTna al-qahira (Mina of Cairo) 

b) ^LliJI ja£. jj-at duktur j-amr j-abd al-fattah (Dr Amr 

Abd al-Fattah) 



Actwity 8 

Pizza and ice cream = 750 (550 + 200) 

Spaghetti and kebab = 710 (290 + 420) 

Tuna mayonnaise and cappuccino = 480 (365 + 115) 



ActMty 9 





(Crete) 



(Mauritania) (Peru) 

(Oman) (London) (Ma 



(Aswan) (Liverpool) 



tions.net 

wr/re or>/ (answersj 



ActMty 10 

1. Yes (top of window: middle poster: dj^j jjj) 

2. Abu Simbel (Jj-o^ ^jI) 

3. Bali (^JL) 

4. 3 nights (JLJ V) 

5. Tokyo (jj£ jL), Osaka (L^ljjl) and Vienna (Lj-Jj) 
ActMty 1 1 

1. one orange juice = 50 

2. two tamarind juices = 50 (25 x 2) 

3. one strawberry juice =100 

4. one juice cocktail = 100 

5. two guava juices = 200 (100 x 2) 

6. two carrot juices = 100 (50 x 2) 

7. three mango juices = 300 (100 x 3) 

8. four sugar cane juices = 100 (25 x 4) 
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Arabic alphabet 



This reference table presents a summary of the 28 handwritten 
and printed Arabic letters in alphabetical order. The letters are 
shown in their various forms. 

You will find details of the discretionary vowel and doubling 
signs in the e*fra section on pages 14-15. 

The extra section on pages 42-43 covers how to write the Arabic 
hamza (#•). 



tinal medial initial isolated letter 

L L I 



L JL I 



UJ! alif 

printed (naskh) 



handwritten (ruq'a) 



.bba' 

printed (naskh) 
handwritten (ruq'a) 



43 ta' 

printed (naskh) 
handwritten (ruq'a) 

* »»»».. ^tha' 

kJ. — i- — S printed (naskh) 

A A; A A handwritten (ruq'a) 
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initial isolated letter 

~g> jTm 

printed (naskh) 
handwritten (ruq'a) 



c- c 

£ * ^ 2 

» ♦ » • 

c- c 




►U ha' 

pr/nred (naskh) 
handwritten (ruq'a) 



*U> kha' 

printed (naskh) 
handwritten (ruq'a) 



Jbdal 

lA- ui- *J <J pr/nred (naskh) 



handwritten (ruq'a) 



» 



« • » Jli dhal 

uL printed (naskh) 



handwritten (ruq'a) 



Aj ra' 

^ J P rinted ( n askh) 

. - handwrirren (ruq'a) 

<* 4?- 
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Hnal medial initial isolated letter 

• • • • jlj zay 

J ^ printed (naskh) 

• - • • 

- handwritten (ruq'a) 



sin 

(_JU- — UJ_ _UJ ^AI printed (naskh) 

handwritten (ruq'a) 



•V & A 4 o-i shTn 

O^" — "^- — (_U- printed (naskh) 

handwritten (ruq'a) 



j*> 



-L» sad 

prinred (naskh) 
handwritten (ruq'a) 



jLi dad 

prinred (naskh) 
handwritten (ruq'a) 



— —» -O printed (naskh) 

^jg handwritten (ruq'a) 
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Cinal 


media/ initial 


isolated 


letter 




L L 


L 


.U. za' 

printed (naskh) 




& > 


J?. 


handwritten (ruq'a) 


t 




t 


printed (naskh) 






t 


handwritten (ruq'a) 


• 

t 


• * 


• 

t 


ghayn 

printed (naskh) 


• 


• • 


• 

t 


handwritten (ruq'a) 


•^ 


• » 


• 


Oifa' 

printed (naskh) 


• 


• • 




handwritten (ruq'a) 




« •• 




uili qaf 

printed (naskh) 








handwritten (ruq'a) 


d. 




d 


kaf 

printed (naskh) 




1 JL A 


handwritten (ruq'a) 
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Arabic alpnabet 


final 


medial 


initial 


tsolated 


letter 


| 


J 
— -. 


\ 


J 


J lam 

printea (naskh) 


L 
Jj 


1 

A 


1 
J 


jcJL 


iiiiiuwi iucn i ,u H <y 



~~» mim 

— — O ^ prinred (naskh) 



handwritten (ruq'a) 



, j>» nun 

— -. _—» prinrec/ (naskh) 



handwritten (ruq'a) 



•U ha' 

4- _J& 6 prinrecJ (naskh) 

^ ^ 0 handwritten (ruq'a) 



jlj waw 

^ J prinred (naskh) 

£ £ handwritten (ruq'a) 



At ya' 

— i- -J printed (naskh) 

- ^ handwritten (ruq'a) 

c5 ^ JJL 



